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logical course. Certain passages in this section are superb examples of descrip-
tiveness and brevity. Thus, while discussing consciousness of the self, a
hypochondriac example is given: ". . . the individual summons his past expe-
rience with regard to bellyaches, his knowledge of appendicitis gained from
the press, the experiences of his friends and the reports of men in high places
who have died of cancer of the stomach. He projects himself into the future,
visualizing the doctor's examination, the hospital, the operation, the lingering
death in agonizing pain and the children left fatherless while the widow
demonstrates her lack of rudimentary financial sense."
There is no doubt that the authors have assembled an important body of
information concerning frontal-lobe function and have utilized a relatively
conservative surgical procedure to the benefit of many of their patients. The
book should be of great interest to those working in the fields of neuro-
physiology and psychiatry. It will be of invaluable assistance to those who
are responsible for or participating in "shock" or surgical treatment of mental
diseases. WILLIAM J. GERMAN.
THE CONQUEST OF BACTERIA. By F. Sherwood Taylor. Al-
liance Book Corp., New York, 1942. 172 pp. $2.
This is a book for the non-technical reader, with the story of the agents
of infection and the mode in which they act forming the basis for a discussion
of the means available for restricting or overcoming microbic activities. As
is implied by the subtitle "From Salvarsan to Sulphapyridine" chemotherapy
is the focal point in the story-a story well told.
In the foreword, Professor Sigerist states that "This is the best type of
popular book on a scientific subject," and it is, indeed, an interesting account;
but how much better it would have been had the text received some slight
attention from a proof-reader. GEORGE H. SMITH.
SPERMATOZOA AND STERILITY, A CLINICAL MANUAL. By Abner
I. Weisman. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1941. xvi +
314-pp. $5.50.
Throughout this book the author emphasizes the obvious, but until
recently neglected, possibility that the childlessness of a couple may not always
be due to some abnormality in the female. After a brief discussion of the
discovery of spermatozoa and of the early theories of generation, the mor-
phology and certain physiological properties of spermatozoa and the character
of the seminal fluid are reviewed. Following this introductory material, the
causes and diagnosis of sterility in the male are discussed. This discussion is
quite detailed, with separate chapters on methods of obtaining specimens for
semen examination, the transportation of the semen specimen, tests for semen,
and the interpretation and evaluation of semen analyses. Considerable space